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in family likeness michael curtis describes a vivid and at times unsettling world there are moving and apt memorials to war
dead and to family members some only recently uncovered from a hidden past alongside a portrait of post war life as a
child in liverpool and perfectly rendered scenes of kentish life here and now these poems span time with compassion and
insight to make a substantial and impressive collection
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a long time observer of the human condition curtis combines a wry wit with some unexpected opinions penetrating insights
and intensely personal reflections this book covers a wide range of topics from the mundane to the metaphysical spun with
a sense of humour and wonder this read has some delightful surprises that will leave you thinking and laughing you never
know what to expect for a regular guy the author puts forth some very deep observations and opinions on how to achieve
extraordinary happiness in your life while you may not agree with all of his arguments you will nevertheless find yourself
contemplating some of your own personal convictions walter t leps ph d president wai bioprocess solutions i know mike to
be a happy guy who is getting happier with age he has figured some things out that are worth considering to build a
happier life for yourself in mind body spirit and heart mike will help you get closer faster and easier if you experiment with
his advice gaye hanson blue flowing water woman
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the fire in me now tackles human imperfections head on and with great energy in a forthright at times angry and always
eloguent series of poems michael curtis takes us from managed rage through moving reflections on mortality and wry
observations on the complications of love to a hard won uncompromising state of acceptance in a world of continuing
conflict rampant technology and challenged values the fire in me now is a powerful telling collection which responds with
articulate urgency to our current condition michael curtis grew up in liverpool attended oxford and sheffield universities
has worked in library and cultural services literature development and events management and lives in kent he is widely
published in magazines and anthologies and has given readings and workshops in england ireland the isle of man belgium
france finland germany latvia and the un buffer zone cyprus he was writer in residence for the arts council england great
expectations conference the metropole arts centre folkestone the maison de poesie nord pas de calais in france and the
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writers and translators house ventspils latvia his work has been studied and translated at the universities of liege
bucharest and munich and broadcast on radio in england ireland romania and latvia horizon his eleventh collection of
poems was set on the isle of man and launched at the first manx litfest in 2012

the philosophy of politics this carefully selected compilation of the significant writings of the great political philosophers
scientists and thinkers will be an invaluable guide to the general reader as well as to the serious student of history political
science and government such essential forces as revolution romanticism marxism anarchy utilitarianism theology idealism
and nationalism are examined in detail and expounded by their leading exponents professor curtis has written running
commentary that places the extracts and their authors in the sequence of modern history and newly added for this edition
are studies of selected works by john stuart mill alexander herzen antonio gramsci sebastian de grazia and john rawls also
new are a table of contents and an updated comprehensive bibliography each clear and concise for easy reference
together with the first volume also available in a discus edition which covers political thought from plato and aristotle to
locke and montesquieu the great political theories offers an unparalleled view of political thought in western civilization

the third republic of france was characterized by weak and short term governments this book is a study of three writers
georges sorel maurice barres and charles maurras their writings in the years between 1885 and 1914 and their reactions
to the deficiencies they saw in the third republic and in the system of french democracy the study begins in 1885 with the
appearance of certain new political factors it ends in 1914 because the three writers had by this time completed their
original contributions to the thought of the country even if not their total impact on france a relative position of each of
these figures in the french political spectrum is deduced from a combination of attitudes toward a number of issues these
include the extent of economic and social reform centralization of the power of the state the nature of the parliamentary
system the desirability of political parties the relation of church and state the responsibility of authority the use of force or
coercion and national power versus international collaboration their views span the political spectrum sorel barres and
maurras are important not only because they provided the chief ideological weapons for the attack on the regime but also
in a wider context because they contribute significantly to understanding of a later period of european political history in
their contemporary significance all three illustrated the various attitudes of the conservative the reactionary and the
moralist the names and parties may have changed but the same ideas continue to impact french politics and western
ideology today this is a key book for an epoch whose importance lingers in current discourse
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the crestwood heights apartment complex plays host to some of the more seedier elements that chicago has to offer the
cracks and crevasses between the buildings are a breeding ground for prostitution drug addiction and the mediums who
profit from such decay it also happens to be the place jasmine fisher calls home trapped in its world of over indulgence and
self destruction its all she can do to keep her sanity and hold on to what passes as her life while struggling to break free
from the hold that the dark corridors and crime ridden alleyways of crestwood heights has on her with no father in the
house a kid sister looking to head down the same decrepit path that engulfed her and a mother who barely scraped by
with enough money to keep them living in the cramped one bedroom apartment jasmine was left with no other decision
but to take it upon herself to secure a way out of this wasteland jasmine adapted to life there quite easily after hooking up
with a variant of unfaithful boyfriends that ranged in economic value to everything from drug addicts to fake wannabe
ballers she finally came to the realization that if she was going to make it off the streets of crestwood heights then she was
going to have to do it on her own when she hooked up with curtis jasmine didnt know if it would improve her situation of
seal her fate a petty criminal by trade curtis had access to certain resources that she was going to find useful in her
venture as they waded through the decadence together it was a union that proved to be most profitable but the effect that
he would have on her life was something neither of them expected

for more than half a century geoffrey goodman was one of fleet street s foremost political and industrial reporters this
book is his record of what it was like to work at the heart of british politics taking us through the years that followed the
end of world war ii up to the present day he offers a compelling story of the characters and events that shaped british
political history goodman s portraits include many of the political giants of the twentieth century as a close friend of the
great socialist aneurin bevan he is able to reveal the philosophy and drive of the man who goodman also offers a behind
the scenes account of labour prime ministers harold wilson and james callaghan and brings to light new reasons why
wilson suspected the security agencies of trying to destabilise his government other portraits include michael foot harold
macmillan edward heath willie whitelaw margaret thatcher rupert murdoch and hugh cudlipp

the rough and tumble world of nineteenth century new orleans was a sanitation night mare with the city s many
slaughterhouses dumping animal remains into neighboring backwaters when louisiana finally authorized a monopoly
slaughterhouse to bring about sanitation reform many butchers felt disenfranchised from their livelihoods framing their
case as an infringement of fundamental rights protected by the new amendment they flooded the lower courts with nearly
300 suits the surviving cases that reached the u s supreme court pitted the butchers right to labor against the state s
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police power to regulate public health the result was a controversial and long debated decision that for the first time
addressed the meaning the import of the fourteenth amendment
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